. Synchronized larvae (L 3 _ 4 ) of apterous My zus persicae (Sulzer 1776) on young cabbage leaves were used to determine under laboratory conditions the period required for in activation by several aphidicides alone and in mixture with a pyrethroid with respect to the inhibition of virus transmission by increasing the speed of insecticidal activity. -It was shown that soil application of carbamate granules resulted in a comparably slow insecticidal activity with a tendency towards recovery of formerly inactivated aphids when transferred to untreated plants. Foliar application of conventional aphidicides still required several hours to obtain sufficient inactivation of aphids. Treatment with a pyrethroid alone showed very fast action but also a strong tendency towards aphid recovery on untreated plants whereas mixtures of certain organophosphorous com pounds with a pyrethroid resulted in both fast and irreversible inactivation of aphids. It is known that commonly-used aphidicides of the organophosphorous and carbamate groups are relatively ineffective at preventing primary introduction of viruses to crops. On the other hand, they restrict secondary spread of semipersistent and persistent viruses 
